Prognostic factors from a randomized clinical trial in resected lung cancer.
Prognostic information has three main uses: prediction of the course of evolution of disease, decisions about treatment and limitation of complementary tests. Using data from a randomized controlled clinical trial of immunotherapy in resected lung cancer, we identified factors of prognostic importance. In particular we demonstrated that a time-consuming and expensive cell-mediated immunity test is not of prognostic value. Our cooperative group decided to cancel this test in the routine examination of patients with resected lung cancer. Disease stage was confirmed as the main prognostic factor.